The above verse, from the Dīvān of the celebrated Ismāʿīlī poet-philosopher and ḥujjat (chief dāʿī) of Khurāsān, Nāṣir-i Khusrau (394/1004-ca. 470/1077), was written during his years of exile in the remote valley of Yumgān in presentday Afghan Badakhshān, where, according to local tradition, he lived in a cave. In his poem, Nāṣir-i Khusrau associates the cave with the two coexisting worlds, the exoteric (ẓāhir) and esoteric (bāṭin), and with the intellect (ʿaql). For Nāṣir-i Khusrau, the creation of the material world flows from God through the Intellect and the Soul. 'Just as batin cannot exist without zahir, or creator without creature, so too knowledge without action is vain' (Hunsberger 2000: 84) . The dark 'cave of the world' is thus the ẓāhir, the physical world in which Nāṣir-i Khusrau is confined in exile, and the locus of his tomb after death. The 'friend of the cave' ( yār-i ghār), recalls the tradition of Muḥammad and his companion, Abū Bakr, during their migration (hijra) to Mecca when they hid together in a cave at Mount Thaur, but in Nāṣir-i Khusrau's poem the 'friend of the cave' is the intellect (ʿaql).2 'When one advances, acting on true knowl- 2000: 80) . The notion of the cave as a sacred place of protective enclosure, revelation, spiritual retreat, burial, and symbolic passage is a universal motif in traditions from ancient times to the present. Caves are associated with the birthplace of religious progenitors, such as Mithras, Abraham, and Jesus, among others.3 Subterranean rock-cut caves were commonplace forms of internment in the ancient Mediterranean, Mesoamerica, East Asia, the Middle East, and Central Asia. A prevalent feature in Jewish, Christian, and Islamic cave narratives is the theme of protective enclosure as a means of escaping religious persecution and as a sign of God's omnipotence. A number of biblical narratives concerns those who retreat into caves to hide: David hid from Saul in caves (1 Samuel 24:1-3); Obadiah hid a hundred prophets in two caves to escape death at the hands of Jezebel (1 Kings , 186-89; Graves and Patai 1963 [1964] : 134-39. The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem was constructed over the cave in which Jesus is said to have been born. 4 Q 18:10-14: 'Behold, the youths betook themselves to the Cave: they said, "Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Thyself, and dispose of our affair for us in the right way!" Then we drew (a veil) over their ears for a number of years in the Cave (so that they heard not): Then We roused them, in order to test which of the two parties was best at calculating the term of years they had tarried! We related to thee their story in truth: they were youths who believed in their Lord, and We advanced them in guidance' . 
